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4/C Factory,

NO"®: On 211 the sbove missions (pera. 3 to 6) 25/30 Me 109's, FW 190's and
Ye 207 5 were encountersd and the E-17's were escorted by 47 P-47's. The total
early rftlr:"~ #/C of 211 proups mentioned was 16 bombers ond 10 fighters,
=5 follows: By bombers - 301si Bormb Croup: 2 Me 109's destroye » 1 Me 109
By fighters - 325th “1g%t r Group: 7 Me 109's and 1 Mc 202 destroyed, 4
rrobebly ch roved, 1 Ye 109 znd 1 ¢ 202 demeged. Losses: 1 bomber lost
in coilision with & € 109, 5 chutcs seen., 3 bombers end 2 fighters missing. ;
i (EFYET207B<24"s of th: 376th Bomb G roup drorpfd L% 25 tons of 500 1b.
bombs zt 13£5 hours from 20,000/22,500 feet., 11 £/C returned €arly, one salvoed
bonbs -and 2 'erec rissing, 12 ie ]“9'5 were secn between VTRONA and MINTUZ but there
were no encountcrs. Crews report slistt recurste heavy flak ’rom MANTUL, /NCONA
and BOLOGN/, MYz1funetion of th- camerss was caused by the extreme cold Jd bomb
strike photos. nre nct evailsbla, OCrows report the majority of bombs overshot the
targst. There werc » few scrttered hi in the NW end of the ¥/¥, some near the
locomotive shop in ‘Hu mersiiclling zrea and' e few bursts in the town just SW of the
/Y. The bombs of the B=Z4 that szlvoed hit the mein hichway from P/RV. Lo M. NTUA
nzer the town of °”Z7,}L.

SLST M/Y and MESSA ¥/Y: 21 E-24's of the 450th Bomb Grcun, egéorted
f the 1st =nd 14th Ilfhter Croups dropped 47 tons of 500 1b. bonibs et
24,000/25,000 feet, 21 bonb: 2rs . ond 22 fighters rntur*~" escrly,
€turning bombers dropped 14.25 tons on }FA¢ SELi} /Y (L5081/10478) =t
,C *c/:5,do, feet, The escort encountered 15/20 E/. in the VEEONA

Yost crews reported moderats acourzte hcevy flzk in the
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losses but two bombers and one fighter are missing
were clond covered btut those of I
1 Crew bursts
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of the 449th Bomb
':r'/;,: ,000 feet,
i1 Pes »f 500 1b. bombs

on FISL M/Y 35 hours fr- i o/ 22 ,0C0 fee other ? orbed targets of
Fr' :“‘,‘J;;*‘ ',‘ i H A $ b - 4 ‘.‘ V" .IV llA‘y i < 0

VITING (4258 OBE) drorping 17z tons of %0 1?. bs at spproximste

from 20,000/ 00 f=e #/C returned esrly. There were no urc:unturs or lgsses
and no flak, : ¢ attenpting photoprephs had cemerss frozen thus crus‘ng mal-
functioning., No bomb strike ph-tc re aveilsble 2rnd ne results were okserved
visually,

on

}—(/" cf the 454th Bomb Group ﬁr\ppgﬂ 80 tens of 500 lb
,000 feet, :/C returne@ e y Yoderate accursate
at the target. 4 unidentifie P C :prr"”ck-j 1 formation
come within range, Five miles beyond target one Ve 109 made
lock out of the sun at *‘c high right eler nt, opening fire at
hiere were no losses cr claims. Pomb strike rhotcs er-x incomrlete
clouds, There wes 2 concentrztion of strikes in the central pert of
The majority of bombs fell beyond the tracks in the Brick works =rea, but
hits in the trzcks area. Thers were scattered hits in the SW end cf
vieinity of the chcke rrlrt 2nd on branches to PE/TOVECCHI? and
» 2lthough no damsge was nppar‘nt. 1 string fell asross the line to
d PEEUGT/, znd explosions wers visible follo wing the bursts.

LN

Tactical Feccnnaissance Sousdron (Wezthor): One P-32 flew a waather
without incicent,

"

rb2t '~rping Souscdrons 3 P-32's took off on photo recon missions,
urnzd <zrly with engine trouble, one 4/C found all tarpet arcas haze
and cne scrtic wes successfully eo mrl* ed lt*\urh moderate inzccurste
ws encountered enroute snd nesr CIVPINO i/D,
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